
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 December, 2019

From 7.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Ruth Appleby, Gemma Cook, Joanne Nichols & Steven Farrell
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Emma Anderson, Val Corbet, Anne Telfer, Steve Paknoham 
and Georgia Matthews (Hexham Courant) 

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Peto
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr John Riddle was unable to attend
5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk provided an update on the phase 1 of the proposed 1 gigabit
broadband roll-out.  He also reported on the B4RN shares that were available to purchase. He highlighted 
the Small Donation Fund that was available for donations and small projects within the Ray Windfarm 
catchment area, details of which can be found at https://raywindfund.co.uk/
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk advised there was no update on this matter this month.   
c) item 5c: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Clerk referred to an email that he had received that day 
from Inspector Bridges based in Hexham. It advised that there was currently a review of the recruitment 
of volunteers and consequently nothing was happening presently. It was promised that arrangements 
would be made for the Bellingham volunteers to attend Otterburn on occasions. Meantime she would look
to provide increased Police presence to monitor traffic speed in Redesdale and would provide 
representation to future Parish Council meetings.
d) item 5d: Revitalising Redesdale update: There was nothing to report this month.        
e) item 5f: Otterburn street lights: The Clerk advised he was still waiting a response to his email from 
Gavin Barlow (NCC) on the proposals previously agreed between the Councillors.
f) item 5g: Dog mess dispensers and signage: The Chair advised he had not had time as yet to make the 
repairs to the dog poo bag dispenser located alongside the RTC. The Clerk advised he had been putting 
stickers on the public bins to encourage dog owners to dispose of their dog mess appropriately.  
g) item 5h: Stone seat at Millennium Green : The Clerk advised he had not received any further update 
from Northumbria Water on the relocation of the seat.  
h) item 5j: Northumbria Water Treatment Works, legacy: The Clerk advised he had received an email 
from Paul Wood (NWL) asking questions about the previous funding for speed control in Otterburn. The 
Clerk advised he had responded but as yet had not received a further reply.  
i) item 5k: Work at the Children’s Play Area: The Chair and Cllr Farrell had not as yet had chance to find 
time to do the work but hoped to be able to do so over the Christmas holidays.  
j) item 5l: Rural Crime and meeting with Police Commissioner: There was discussion regarding the topics
that the Councillors and community would like to discuss with the Police & Crime Commissioner at the 
meeting on 6 February and the Clerk confirmed he would collate these details and those from 
neighbouring Parishes to return to Cllr McGuinness’ office. 
l) item 5m: Maintenance of public seating and possible new seating: The Chair and Cllr Farrell confirmed
that they would install the Fast-dek base and anchors for the public seat when the parts were received. 
m)     item 8a: Christmas tree in Millennium Green  : All the Councillors agreed the Christmas Tree looked 
very good. Thanks were expressed to Landmarc for providing the tree and Peter Tully and colleagues for 
putting it up and decorating it. Thanks were also expressed to Alison Snaith who had kindly agreed to 
provide the power again this year for the lights. The Clerk advised that he had received and email from 
Mr Tully advising three replacement lengths of tree lights were needed. Cost was advised to be £60.26 
and this was agreed by the Councillors subject to receipts.  Cllr Cook advised that she had spoken to Rev 
Ryder and the manager at Le Petit Chateau regarding the Christmas Eve afternoon service. Cllr Cook 
would provide mulled wine and soft drinks from the Coach House whilst Le Petit Chateau would provide 
snacks for the congregation attending the service.
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6. Finance
a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for November, 2019: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed.
b) Parish Council finance review and agreement of the 2020-21 precept: The Clerk provided details of 
the current and forecast Parish Council finances. There was discussion of planned activities and potential 
spend for the rest of the current financial year as well as 2020-21. It was agreed to retain the precept at the
current level of £6,582
c) Payment of invoice to Otterburn Memorial Hall: The invoice for £40.00 for the four meeting up to and 
including December was agreed. 
d) Payment of invoice to Clerks & Councils Direct: The payment of 12.00 for a further year subscription 
was agreed.
e) Payment to Spanglefish for Parish Council website: The payment of £29.95 (inc VAT) was agreed. 

7. Planning –
a) 19/04050/FUL: Proposal for addition of a function room: Love Shack, Woodhill Hall, Otterburn: This 
application had been reviewed between meetings and supported by all. 
b) 19/03962/CCD: Construction of new salt barn to replace existing open bulk road storage bay. 
Demolition of existing vehicle block: NCC Highways Depot, Otterburn, NE19 1HA: Reference was made 
to Cllr Peto’s written comments as he had been unable to attend the meeting. The Councillors initially 
discussed the applications before the Chair invited the attending Parishioners to speak. All the 
Parishioners provided reasons for objecting the application and confirmed that they had written to NCC 
with these objections. Following further discussion the Councillors agreed to object the application based 
on the height of the proposed barn and the negative visual impact that would have on the neighbouring 
residential area. Whilst it was acknowledge the excellent work the gritters do on the local roads it was 
further suggested that the Depot should really be relocated outside the village so not to impact on the 
visual aspect of Otterburn as well as not to disturb residents during very early morning activities.

8. New Business
a) Social media for the Parish Council: The Clerk provided details of Cllr Peto’s idea to have a further 
means of communications as well as the website with the local community. Whilst there was cautious 
agreement the Councillors asked for a brief as to how it would work in practice to avoid a potential 
Facebook page being ‘hijacked’ for matters that the Parish Council cannot influence or comment on.
b) Properties without mains electricity supply in the Parish:  The Clerk referred to the email he had 
shared from Ofgem. It was believed that all properties within the Parish were on mains supply but it was 
agreed to investigate further. 
c) County Council Snow Wardens: Following discussion it was agreed to share the link around the village 
and see how many volunteers would wish to take part in the scheme.
d) Defibrillator maintenance: The Clerk provided a report following a maintenance check by Mr Weston 
of the local defibrillators. Whilst the unit at the Memorial Hall was in good condition it was highlighted 
that the battery would require changing in early next year. The cost was advised to be £145.00. The 
Councillors agreed that this was required and gave agreement to the payment.
e) Emptying of litter bins in Otterburn: The Clerk advised he had been made aware that a number of bins 
had been missed by NCC in recent weeks. These had been reported to NCC but the Clerk asked to be 
notified of any further bins missed. 
f) F  eeding Families Charity Christmas Box  : Cllr Cook provided details of the Charity and that if anyone 
wanted to give a donation towards a Christmas hamper then items could be left at the Coach House before
11 December. 
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
There was no other business raised.  
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 4 February, 2020 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  Meeting closed 8.15pm
‘Surgery’
Mrs Telfer highlighted that the railings along the road where the footpath meets the alley from Brieley 
Gardens looked in a bad state of repair and almost fallen over. It was agreed the Clerk would contact 
NCC about the matter. 
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